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1  boj’  to  submit  my  Aimmil  Koport  lor  tlio  yc;ii'  lt)-4‘2  wlm  li  luis  biH'ii  prcpurod  on  the  imps 
indicated  in  the  Ministry  of  llcalth  Ciicular  \'o.  2773. 

Tlie  main  points  about  tlic  vital  statistics  arc  that  botli  birth-rates  and  mortality  rates  are 
somewhat  above  tlie  pre-war  level  and  approximate  to  the  hiyjher  fij^urcs  of  I92f)and  1930.  As 
rej^ards  death-rate  tliis  may  be  partly  owin.ij  to  the  increased  relati\e  number  of  older  people  in  the 
population.  The  infant  mortality  rate,  at  S4  infant  deaths  per  thousand  birth.s,  is  hij'her  than  since 
1937  but  the  three  prcecdin,^  years  have  all  been  low,  and  with  the  small  natures  concerned  greater 
variation  up  aiul  down  is  to  be'  expcete(.l. 


The  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  duriiii;  the  year  h;is  been  light.  Scarlet  fever 
particularly  has  been  relatively  absent  :  only  three  cases  were  notilied  in  the  district  and  only  41 
in  the  Combined  Districts,  less  than  the  previous  recorel  low  figure  of  4S  cases  in  1916.  'I’he 
proportion  of  younger  ehildren  who  have  not  had  scarlet  fever  is  high  ami  once  the  germ  causing  the 
disease  finds  other  conditions  suitable  to  its  spread  there  seems  no  reason  why  a  big  epidemic  should 
not  develop.  The  prevalenee  of  diphtheria  also  has  been  light,  but  there  was  one  fatal  case  among 
the  seven  notified  as  occurring  in  the  district  :  death  occurred  before  the  child  coulil  be  removed 
to  hospital.  I'ive  of  the  seven  eases  were  in  children  under  15  years,  one  only  of  these  having  been 
immunised.  Immunisation  was  carried  out  on  a  much  larger  number  of  cbildren  this  year  than  in 
previous  years  as  a  special  effort  was  made,  with  the  invaluable  assistance  of  the  County  Council 
Health  Visitor  who  arranged  for  the  children  to  attend  at  the  schools,  when  immunisation  was 
carried  out  on  a  sessional  basis.  The  figures  for  the  whole  of  the  Combined  Districts  are  as  follows  : 

Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
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During  1942  there  were  immunised  in  the  Combined  Districts  1,008  children  under  the  age 
of  5  years,  1,479  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years,  and  284  children  whose  age  was  not 
recorded.  33  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  were  notified  ;  6  of  these 
were  in  immunised  children  and  27  in  those  not  immunised.  4  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
diphtheria,  all  in  non-immunised  ehildren.  Before  immunisation  was  commenced  in  this  area 
diphtheria  affected  chiefly  school  children:  for  instance,  out  of  the  138  cases  notilied  in  1934,  15% 
were  in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years,  72%  between  the  ages  of  5  and  14  years,  while  1 3'%’ were 
15  years  or  older.  These  proportions  prevailed  substantially  to  1938,  but  with  the  large  increase  in 
the  proportion  of  children  immunised  since  that  year  there  is  now  no  undue  preponderance  of 
attack  on  school  children,  the  age-distribution  of  the  50  cases  notified  in  1942  being  32'o  under  the 
age  of  5  years,  34%  between  the  ages  of  5  and  14,  and  34%  at  15  years  or  older.  Expressed  in 
another  way,  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  under  5  years  of  age  in  1942  was  76%  of  the 
number  occurring  at  that  age  in  1934  ;  the  number  of  cases  at  5—14  years  of  age  in  1942  was  17% 
only  of  the  number  at  that  age  in  1934  ;  while  the  number  in  1942  at  ages  15  years  and  up  was  9,5% 
of  the  figuie  at  that  age-period  in  1934.  One  cannot  assert  definitely  that  this  change  of  age 
incidence  is  due  to  immunisation,  as  such  alterations  have  been  known  to  occur  before,  presumably 
due  to  change  in  habits  of  the  infective  germ,  but  the  suggestion  of  an  association  is  very  strong. 


Another  (.iireetion  in  w  liieh  1  am  very  .ulaJ  to  record  an  improvement  is  in  deaths  of  mothers 
from  causes  eonneeted  witli  ehilil-liirth.  In  my  annual  report  for  tlie  year  1935  I  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  Comhined  Districts  in  the  live  years  1931 — 35  the  deaths  of  mothers  from 
puerperal,  or  lyint;-in.  fever  had  been  at  the  rate  of  3'3  per  thousand  live  births,  and  from  otner 
puerperal  causes,  5’4  per  thousand  live  liirths,  an  alarming  total  of  8‘7  deaths  of  mothers  per 
thousand  births.  'I'he  corresponding  figures  for  the  whole  country  then  were  1'8  from  puerperal 
fever  and  2’5  fi’om  other  causes.  Ovei’  the  live  years  1938 — 42  in  the  Comhined  Districts  the  rates 
ha\e  been  ;  from  puerperal  fewer,  ()‘4  per  thousand  live  births  and  fi'om  other  puerperal  causes  3’5, 
and  the  figures  for  the  year  1942  are  the  best  recorded  yet,  there  being  no  deaths  from  puerperal 
infection,  and  two  only  from  other  puerperal  causes.  For  Fngland  and  Wales  in  1942  the  rates 
were  :  inierpcral  infection  ()’4,  other  causes  l‘(i.  This  great  improvement  is  doubtless  due  to  the 
increased  efficiency  of  the  midwives  service,  the  ante-natal  and  other  work  of  the  County  Council, 
and  new  methods  in  the  medical  treatment  of  puerperal  fever. 

The  Scabies  Order  made  by  the  .Minister  of  Health  in  1941  empowered  the  medical  officer 
of  health,  when  he  is  satisfied  that  a  person  is  in  a  verminous  condition,  tf)  demand  permission  to 
inspect  the  premises  occupied,  and  sidiseqLiently  to  direct  the  medical  e.vamination  or  treatment  of 
any  person  he  deems  expedient  in  such  premises.  There  were  received  from  schools  in  the  district 
in  the  year  1942  intimation  of  7  cases  of  scabies.  As  this  did  not  appeal’  to  indicate  any  undue 
prevalence  no  action  was  taken. 

Tuberculosis  is  a  disease  which  usually  increases  whenever  war  affects  the  general  mass  of 
a  nation.  In  the  three  years  1937  -  39  the  total  of  new  cases  in  this  district  was  18  and  of  deaths 
7  ;  in  the  three  years  affected  by  this  war,  1940 — 42,  there  have  been  22  new  cases  and  15  deaths^ 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  new’  cases  did  not  commence  until  1942  when  there  w’ere  11.  In  my 
annual  report  last  yeai'  I  referred  to  the  large  proportion  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  dying 
in  their  own  homes  rather  than  in  institutions.  In  the  Combined  Districts  in  1942  there  were  26 
deaths  fi'om  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  :  23  occurred  in  the  patients  own  homes  and  3  (11  i%)  in 
institutions.  The  total  iiLimber  of  deaths  of  residents  from  all  causes  was  720  and  of  these  151 
(i.e.  21%)  occurred  in  institutions  ;  7  of  these  deaths  were  from  the  acuter  infectious  diseases  and 
4  of  these  occurred  in  hospitals,  while  in  the  other  3  death  supervened  before  there  was  time  for 
removal. 

Venereal  disease  is  another  class  of  disorder  which  becomes  more  prevalent  in  war-time, 
but  as  it  is  not  notifiable  1  hav'e  no  evidence  of  any  local  increase.  The  diseas^  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  (inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  new-born  babies)  is  sometimes  (but  not  alway^iue  to 
gonorrheea  in  the  mother,  and  no  case  at  all  of  this  disease  of  the  eyes  was  notified  in  1^.  By 
agreement  with  the  County  Aledical  Officer  posters  calling  attention  to  the  dangeis  of  veneieal 
disease  and  to  the  facilities  arrangetl  by  the  County  Council  for  its  efficient  tieatment  have  been 
put  up  in  public  places. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Guisborough,  GIBSON, 

5th  August,  1943.  _  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1942. 


Number  of  Births 
Number  of  Deaths 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Nf)tifications  received  in  1942  :  S 
erysipelas,  2  ;  pneumonia. 

Tuberculosis  (new  cases)  in  1942  :  6  pulmonary  ;  5  non-pulmonary. 
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